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Pre-session for CEDAW and Fifty -Eight
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Geneva, 21 October 2013

Syrian Women's Forum for Peace has
participated in the discussion session of the
Convention on the Elimination of Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) at the
United Nations on 10.21.2013.Ms. lujeene Haj
Yusuf represented the Forum in the meeting.

The forum handed a paper to focus on the
importance of women's participation in political
life, the SWFP explained that the armed conflict
reflects mainly on women, as armed conflict
increase and exacerbate the problem of
inequality between the sexes.

The forum illustrated in the statement the
increased risk on Syrian women due to the
presence of various forms of sexual violence
and violence gender based, from all sides of the
conflict.

Syrian Women's Forum for Peace strongly calls
on the United Nations to demand all parties
involved in the submission of periodic reports
and shadow reports on CEDAW to allocate
special chapter on the implementation of 1325
and 1820, for these resolutions will certainly
help understand the impact of conflict on
women and children. Syrian Women's Forum
for Peace also welcomed the new Security
Council resolution which determines a stronger
measure to enable women to participate in
conflict resolution and peace building, the
Forum called for the implementation of these
measures in Syria. And consider all parties of
the Syrian conflict responsible for the
implementation of this decision along with the
implementation of the Convention (CEDAW).

In the framework of the preparation for the
Geneva 2, Syrian Women's Forum for Peace
believes that without the support and full
participation and involvement of women any
peace agreement will not succeed especially on
the community level. To this end, the Forum
issued a plan by of seven points to achieve the
gender sensitive peace-building process in
Syria.
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Syria participates to the conference were Mr.
Nael Gerges from the Association of law, and
Mrs. Sabah Halak from the Syrian Women's
League

Mr. Nael Gerges spoke about the shadow
report of the Syrian Personal Status Law, which
contrasts with the Charter of Human Rights.

Mrs. Halak dealt in her speech with:

I The new constitution 2011 which did not
consider the recommendations of the
CEDAW Committee.

I Emphasized on the Syrian peaceful
movement in the beginning of the
uprising

9 Draw attention to the women refugees in
Lebanon and to the cases of abortion
among raped women and girls.

Among the recommendations that have been
put forward in her speech Mrs. Halak set the
responsibility on the regime for the violence
against women, and sexual violence in general,
as the regime considered himself fighting
terrorists.

There was interest in our vision about our focus
on the women's leadership role; though the
Committee's questions focused only on two
ideas that are Jihad marriage and the Salafists.

Our Answers were that there are true cases of
Jihad marriage, but it is not as systematic and
exaggerated as presented in the media, Mrs.
Halak drew attention to the detained girl Rowan
Qaddah that has been focused about in the
media lately, and that there are cases of
exchanged rape between the regime and the
Islamests like what happened rural lattakia.

They asked whether there is recognition of our
organizations and institutions that we represent
in the United Nations. Mrs.Halak, replied with

no, and explained that

licensed our institutions and our organizations,
however we have the civil society recognition
and that gave us guidance and ability to
communicate with women in Syria.
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The second question revolved around the
jihadists and Salafists, and we illustrated that
Syria has become an open space for a lot of the
fanatic parties. And we assured that media
neglects complete any sound from the peaceful
civil political movement for their own benefits,
and that the nature of the Syrian people are not
in line with the violence of al-Qaida and the
extremists from Islamic state in Iraq and Levant.

. Ms. Nicole
q Ameline In an
3 interview with us
stressed her
interest in the idea
of political support
for women and
she suggested to

coordinate
another meeting in
 Paris and stressed
again on the importance of women's capacity
development and building
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In another interview with Ms. al-Maliki, she
focused on explaining the importance of the
idea of working to support women politically,
to become decision maker in order to improve
women's
constitutions and
legislation, and
the concern for
refugees and
displaced women,
despite its
i 1 importance, but it
. IEXA is a progress
project especially with the existence of
organizations and bodies like the United
Nations who are interested at highest levels,
now the most important thing is to build the next
Syrian state and the need for a the participation
of women, therefore the Syrian Women Forum
for Peace mission is prepare women for this
phase.
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Femmes sous lois musulmanes

Submitted on Fri, 12/20/2013 - 17:36

On 22 January 2014, the United Nations (UN)-
backed Geneva Il peace talks between the Syrian
government and the opposition are scheduled to be
held with the goal of ending the Syrian conflict and
creating a transitional government. However, nearly 14
years after the landmark passage of UN Security
Council resolution 1325 (UNSCR 1325) calling on UN
me mber states t o cipatiom ofiwenzs
and incorporate gender perspectives in all United
Nations peace and security e f f ort s, 0 no
been included in the Syrian peace negotiations.

In recent years, peace agreements around the world
have fallen apart at a startling rate. Research and
experience are increasingly pointing to one major
explanation - the failure to include a broad range of
stakeholders, especially women, in peace processes.
The exclusion of Syrian women from the process not
only undermines the promotion and protection of
womeno6s human rights, but
sustainable peace and future development for all
Syrians.

Womends concerns are at t
and sustainable peace and as UNSCR 1325
recognizes, including the voices of women in
peacebuilding anywhere is not negotiable. The UN
Secretary-General has specifically called upon UN
member states, envoys and mediators to consult with
women leaders and civil society organizations and to
engage them in peacebuilding; yet Syrian women and
civil society still do not have a seat at the table.

To achieve a different outcome for the Syrian peace
process, there must be a different approach!

In partnership withSy r i an Wo mra foib Peacd;
Equality Now is calling on the key players leading the
peace talks T the UN, US and Russia i to immediately
and urgently include women in the Geneva Il peace
process so that a peace that respects the dignity and
human rights of all Syrians can be achieved.
The Syrian Donors Conference, scheduled for 14
January 2014, must also include as a priority funding
for Syrian women's participation in all peace processes
and post-conflict programs.
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Syrian women are organized and their message is
clear: women must be part of Peace Building in Syria if
there is to be any hope for democracy and peace.

The Syrian Womenos Forum
more than 40 groups within Syria with a diverse range
of political, social, ethnic, age, and education
backgrounds introduced a Seven Point Road Map to
Gender Sensitive Peace B uilding Process in Syria

Seven Point Road Map to Gender Sensitive Peace

Building Process in Syria - English
Pl ease join Equality Now
Forum for Peace in calling for gender sensitive

peacebuilding in Syria and holding the UN and US
accountable to their commitments to include women
and civil society in all Syrian peace processes.

i Wo menods voi ces mu st be
process not only because they are victims of war but
also, more importantly, because women are the most
effective peacebuilders. In the conflict men have taken
up arms while women are holding communities
together; women have become stronger and better
equipped to play akeyr ol e i n securi
Mouna Ghanem, Founder , Sy
Peace

To join the initiative please fill in the form below:
http://org2.salsalabs.com/0/6208/p/dia/action/public/?ac
tion_KEY=16097

Source:
http://org2.salsalabs.com/0/6208/p/dia/action/public/?ac
tion_KEY=16097
http://www.wluml.org/action/call-action-include-women-
syrian-peace-building-process-now
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B65Ro9a2EpfGMHpnR1FzaWJmNXM/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B65Ro9a2EpfGMHpnR1FzaWJmNXM/edit
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6208/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=16097
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6208/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=16097
http://www.wluml.org/action/call-action-include-women-syrian-peace-building-process-now
http://www.wluml.org/action/call-action-include-women-syrian-peace-building-process-now
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i Wo menos voi ces mu s t be i
process not only because they are victims of war but
also, more importantly, because women are the most
effective peacebuilders.

In the conflict men have taken up arms while women
are holding communities together; women have
become stronger and better equipped to play a key

role in securing real peace
Mouna Ghanem, Founder, Syri
Peace

On 22 January 2014, the United Nations (UN)-
backed Geneva Il peace talks between the Syrian government and the opposition are scheduled to be held with
the goal of ending the Syrian conflict and creating a transitional government. However, nearly 14 years after the
landmark passage of UN Security Council resolution 1325 (UNSCR 1325) calling on UN member states to
Aincrease the participation of peuetivesinrall United Nationscpeace and |
security efforts, o no women have been included in t

In recent years, peace agreements around the world have fallen apart at a startling rate. Research and
experience are increasingly pointing to one major explanation - the failure to include a broad range of
stakeholders, especially women, in peace processes. The exclusion of Syrian women from the process not only
under mines the promotion and pr ot e adducesmchancds fowaosostaimable
peace and future development for all Syrians.

Womenos concerns ar e at t he cor e o f security con
recognizes, including the voices of women in peacebuilding anywhere is not negotiable. The UN Secretary-
General has specifically called upon UN member states, envoys and mediators to consult with women leaders
and civil society organizations and to engage them in peacebuilding; yet Syrian women and civil society still do
not have a seat at the table.

To achieve a different outcome for the Syrian peace process, there must be a different approach!

In partnership withSy ri an Women&s F &qualitywNoivasrcallifrgeoa the key players leading the
peace talks i the UN, US and Russia i to immediately and urgently include women in the Geneva |l peace
process so that a peace that respects the dignity and human rights of all Syrians can be achieved. The Syrian
Donors Conference, scheduled for 14 January 2014, must also include as a priority funding for Syrian women's
participation in all peace processes and post-conflict programs. Syrian women are organized and their message

is clear: women must be part of peace-building in Syria if there is to be any hope for democracy and peace.

The Syrian Women6s Forum for Peace, representing m
political, social, ethnic, age, and education backgrounds introduced a Seven Point Road Map to Gender
Sensitive Peace Building Process in Syria. Please jonEqual ity Now and the Syria

in calling for gender sensitive peace-building in Syria and holding the UN and US accountable to their
commitments to include women and civil society in all Syrian peace processes.


http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46575&Cr=Syria&Cr1=#.UrH2oeKqSW8
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/wps/
https://www.facebook.com/syrianwmp
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2350769&language=en
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2350769&language=en
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B65Ro9a2EpfGMHpnR1FzaWJmNXM/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B65Ro9a2EpfGMHpnR1FzaWJmNXM/edit
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Dear Mr. Secretary -General, Special Representative Brahimi, President Putin
Dear Mr. President, Secretary Kerry

I am concerned about the total lack of inclusion of women, especially those from civil society, in the Syrian
peace processes. It has been nearly 14 years since the landmark passage of UN Security Council resolution
1325 (UNSCR 1325) caling on UN me mber states to fAincrease the pa
gender perspectives in all/l United Nations peace anf¢
that women are able to fully participate in the 22 January 2014 Geneva Il peace talks between the Syrian
government and the opposition, the goal of which is to end the Syrian conflict and create a transitional
government. The Syrian Donors Conference, scheduled for 14 January 2014, must also include priority funding
forSyrianwomends participati on i n-canflidtprogramasc e pr ocesses a

Exclusion of Syrian women from the peace process not only undermines the promotion and protection of
womends human right s, but al so reduces cdavelopmentfor fallo
Syrians. In recent years, peace agreements around the world have fallen apart at a startling rate. Research and
experience are increasingly pointing to one major explanation - the failure to include a broad range of
stakeholders, especially women, in peace processes.

The Syrian Womends Forum for Peace, representing
social, ethnic, age, and education backgrounds has introduced a Seven Point Road Map to Gender Sensitive
Peace Building Process in Syria. Their message is clear: women must be part of peace building in Syria if there
is to be any hope for democracy and peace.

Equality Now supports the Syrian Womends Forum f or
introducedby t he UN Secretary Gener al in 2010 to track
which calls for:

T womends participation in conflict resolution;

f womendés participation in, a n d-codflgtplanniagdrocessesd e r  an

T postconflict financing for gender equality and wo

1 gender-responsive civilian capacity-building;

T womenoés r epr es «onflichgovermancej n post

9 the rule of law being upheld; and,

womenos i nvol vement i n with especéicc measumes$ ¢o achieve otheger necessary
commitments by the international community and Syria.

| respectfully urge the United Nations and its member states to implement UNSCR 1325 and use all efforts to
follow the road map for a gender sensitive peace building process and ensure the inclusion of women from
Syrian civil society at Geneva Il in January. The war has brought devastation to so many lives. The peace
process with the integral participation of women will help ensure it never happens again. Doing so will help
achieve dignity, respect for human rights and a sustainable peace for all Syrians.
Thank you for your attention.
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-Mediterranean
Human Rights Network estimates 6,000 cases of
Syrian women being sexually assaulted since
the start of the war in March 2011.

A report published by the Euro

A new report estimated 6,000 cases of women being
raped during the Syrian conflict. The actual number,
however, is likely to be much higher given that most
cases go undocumented.

Prominent human rights defender Sema Nasar, who
works for the London-based Syrian Network for
Human Rights, collected first-hand testimonies
during the first six months of 2013, according to the
Denmark-based Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights
Network (EMHRN), which published the report this
week.

Many of the rapes resulted in pregnancies, the
EMHRN report entitled i
Bl eeding Wound in the Sy

Syria has become a terrible

-

More from GlobalPost:
place to be a woman

The report said most of the documented rapes
occurred during government-backed raids in rebel
strongholds, at checkpoints and in detention
facilities. Evidence also suggests government
security forces were inv
sever al occasions. o0

But the true figure is likely to be much higher given
most victims and their families refused to speak out
because of the social stigma attached to sexual
violence, the report said.

The under-reporting of sex crimes was also due to
the Aover whel ming | ack o
documenting vVviol at iadlorisging
offenders to justice, particularly when they are
members of the security forces.

ASyrian WO me n exposed

subsequently found themselves victimized not only
by the crime itself, but also by enduring the silence
that surrounds the crime and the social pressure
related to it,o the repo

The findings were backed up by Lauren Wolfe, an
award-winning journalist who has focused on rape in
conflict for several years. She is currently the
director of Women Under Siege, a group that has

been mapping reports of sexual Vviolence
in Syria over the past year.
AThe gener al rul e that I

health researchers go by, is for every one woman
who speaks out, there are up to 10 more that remain
silent, o Wolfe said.

To date Women Under Seige has documented 216
reports, some involving mass offensives against
dozens or hundreds of victims with many raped by
more than one man.

Seventy percent of the abuses documented by the
group were committed by government or
government-allied forces. Wolfe said this pattern is
common in conflicts where military forces clash with
rebel fighters heavily reliant on civilian support.

The EMHRN report, me anw
7,543 women, including more than 2,500 girls, have
been killed since the beginning of the war in March

2011. Of those deaths, 155 women remain
unidentified.

Many of the deaths were
or disproportionate  shelling against civilian
popul ated areas, o0 it sai

The report also found that more than 5,400 women
were detained during the first two years of the
conflict, and it he wher
unknown. 0 There have bee
cases of women "detained indefinitely without being
presented to the judge, with no access to lawyers or
family, and exposed to torture and ill treatment."

Article source :

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/mi
ddle-east/syria/131126/6000-women-raped-during-
syrian-conflict


http://www.euromedrights.org/eng/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Doc-report-VAW-Syria.pdf
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/middle-east/syria/131121/syria-has-become-terrible-place-be-woman?page=0,0
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/middle-east/syria/131121/syria-has-become-terrible-place-be-woman?page=0,0
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/middle-east/syria/131121/syria-has-become-terrible-place-be-woman?page=0,0
http://www.globalpost.com/internal/section-config/syria

(Beirut) i Women refugees from Syria are
being sexually harassed by employers,
landlords, and even faith-based aid distributors
in Lebanon, Human Rights Watch said today.
Human Rights Watch interviewed a dozen
women who described being groped, harassed,
and pressured to have sex.

The women Human Rights Watch interviewed
said they did not report incidents to local
authorities due to lack of confidence that
authorities would take action and fear of
reprisals by the abusers or arrest for not having
a valid residency permit.

AWomen who have fled d
Syria should find a safe haven, not sexual
abuse, i n Lebanon, o

wo menaos ri ghts direct
Watc h . AfnGovernment and

open their eyes to the sexual harassment and
exploitation of these vulnerable refugees and
do everything in their

Twelve female refugees from Syria, interviewed
separately in August and September 2013, told
Human Rights Watch that they had experienced
sexual assault, harassment, or attempted
sexual exploitation, sometimes repeatedly, by
employers, landlords, local faith-based aid
distributors, and community members in Beirut,
the Bekaa, and North and South Lebanon.
Eight of the women are widowed, unmarried, or
in Lebanon without their husbands.

ML O RN e neoru = wm e 8 o i
‘ l L ] ] |

All 12 women are registered as refugees with
UNHCR, the United Nations refugee agency.

Hala, 53, from Damascus, who said her
husband is detained by the Syrian government,
cleaned homes in a Beirut suburb to support
herself and her four children. She told Human
Rights Watch that she suffered sexual
harassment or attempted exploitation in nine of
the 10 households in which she had worked.
Male employers tried to touch her breasts,
coerce her into sex, or procure her 16-year-old
daughterdés hand in ma
woul d say, 6We wi l |l gi
perform a sexual favor or give us your
daughter. 60

Hala said she now rejects job offers and
depends on a church for aid. She said she did
not report the incidents to Lebanese authorities
or the UN because she did not believe they
would help her.

Zahra, 25, from Homs, who lives with her
parents and siblings in North Lebanon, told
Human Rights Watch that her employer at a
clothing store grabbed her from behind,
touched her breasts and pressured her to have
sex. She left the job but said she was sexually
harassed by two other shopkeepers for whom
she worked. After the third incident, she
became depressed and stopped working.
Zahraés family had rel
their US$300 monthly rent.

Zahra said that she reported one of the
incidents to a UNHCR caseworker, who offered
comfort but said there was nothing more she
could do. Zahra felt she could not report the
incidents to local authorities because she and
her relatives | ack vV a
canot go t o t he pol i
expired and | donodt ha
she said. Lebanon has largely welcomed Syrian
refugees, waiving the standard entrance fee for
foreigners and not restricting them to refugee
camps.


http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/26/lebanon-women-refugees-syria-harassed-exploited
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/26/lebanon-women-refugees-syria-harassed-exploited
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However, limited shelter and livelihood options
cause financial insecurity and expose refugees
to exploitation at the hands of private landlords,
employers, and informal aid distributors. Lack of
proper documentation heightens their
vulnerability.

For refugees from Syria who enter the country
officially, Lebanon grants a free six-month
residency permit with a possible six-month
extension. After one year, a refugee, like other
foreigners in Lebanon, must pay US$200 per
year for a permit 1 an impossible sum for many
refugees. Without a residency permit, refugees
are subject to arrest.

As of November 20, over 824,000 refugees
from Syria were registered or awaiting
registration in Lebanon, according to UNHCR.
UNHCR estimates that refugees from Syria will
soon constitute one
population. Lebanese citizens, already faced
with a fragile labor market, are bearing the
brunt of increased unemployment and strain on
resources, as illustrated in a recent World Bank
assessment.

Most refugees live in rented accommodation,
while some live in informal tent settlements or
rent or squat in abandoned or unfinished
buildings. Women, particularly those whose
households depend on them for support, may
withstand employment or shelter situations
despite sexual exploitation and harassment.

As Lebanon struggles to cope with the massive
influx  of refugees from Syria, donor
governments should substantially increase their
funding of housing, food, health care, and basic
needs for refugees to minimize vulnerability to
exploitation, Human Rights Watch said.

The government of Lebanon and the United
Nations should improve mechanisms for
submitting sexual abuse complaints and ensure
that refugees are not punished for filing
complaints, Human Rights Watch said.

HavwaovuFvVMARBEKARET p (U

Refugee women are not the only women in
Lebanon who suffer from the inadequate
systems to report sexual harassment and
abuse, but they are among the most vulnerable
and are often especially reticent to report abuse
due to their limited resources and insecure legal
status.

Thus far, UNHCRO s pr o
mediation and ad hoc measures, such as
emergency cash-for-rent assistance, to address
sexual harassment or exploitation. A UNHCR
protection officer told Human Rights Watch that
the agency plans to partner with a local
nongovernmental organization to provide legal
assistance to refugees who have experienced
gender-based violence in Lebanon, but could
not provide an anticipated starting date.

The protection coordinator said that in August
UNHCR supported the Social Affairs Ministry,
which responds to sexual harassment, assault,
and exploitation cases reported at state-run
social development centers, in selecting point
persons for these cases for the northern part of
the country, Beirut, Mount Lebanon, the Bekaa,
and the south. The responsibilities of the point
persons include monitoring and reporting on
sexual- and gender-based abuses.

A ministry official said that, since focal points
were established, the ministry has handled one
case of sexual exploitation and harassment of
multiple refugee women by an employee of a
local faith-based aid organization. The ministry
referred this case to
Sunni religious authority.



http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/26/lebanon-women-refugees-syria-harassed-exploited
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/26/lebanon-women-refugees-syria-harassed-exploited

The aid worker was fired, but the case was not
referred to police or legal assistance providers
and there was no investigation.

While the establishment of point persons is
helpful, the ministry should ensure that these
staff are properly trained about how to refer
cases, including to legal assistance, and how to
help refugees lodge formal complaints with
authorities. UNHCR and the Social Affairs
Ministry should ensure that the government
point persons and UN caseworkers coordinate
in responding to cases involving refugees.

The Social Affairs Ministry should establish and
put into operation procedures for responding to
cases involving refugees, Human Rights Watch
sai d. Thi s shoul d i nc
consent, referrals to health, psychosocial, and
legal services in line with the guidelines from
the Inter-Agency Standing Committee on
gender-based violence in humanitarian settings,
which are accepted as the international
standard by UN, government, and aid agencies.

Lebanon is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee
Convention, but the government should include
refugee status in national law, and eliminate the
residency permit renewal fee for all refugees,

Human Rights Watch said. Lebanese
authorities  should exercise prosecutorial
discretion by not detaining or arresting

improperly documented refugees when they
report crimes.

The Lebanese government, through these
ministries, and UNHCR should clearly inform
refugees who have been subject to sexual
harassment and exploitation of their right to file
a complaint, how to make the complaint, and
how the resulting judicial process works.

These agencies should make sure that claims
are investigated and the abusers held
accountable. The Social Affairs and Interior
ministries should establish referral pathways
between government social service providers
and the police.

HavwaovuFvVMARBEKARET p (U

The authorities should consider

providing
women who cooperate in the prosecution of
those accused of sexual and gender-based
violence with immunity from prosecution for
immigration law violations.

In collaboration with UNHCR and international
aid agencies, Lebanon should improve
protection mechanisms by establishing and
requiring adherence to regulations for private
providers of shelter, employment, humanitarian
assistance, and other services for refugees. To
reduce exploitative practices, it should develop
and enforce standards of operation for informal
refugee shelters.

Fulfillment of all pledged funds and increased
aid from donor governments are also urgently
needed, Human Rights Watch said. According
to UNHCR, the US$1.2 billion appeal for
refugees in Lebanon was only 51 percent
funded as of October 31. On November 1,
UNHCR began eliminating basic assistance for
30 percent of the refugees from Syria in
Lebanon due to the funding shortfall.

Governments of countries such as Brazil,
China, Russia, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the
United Arab Emirates, whose contributions to
the UN appeal for refugee assistance have
been minimal, should increase funding to
support refugeesd basi

AThe international corm
resources needed to prevent refugee women
from having to choose between sexual abuse
and providingf or t heir f amil.|i
fThe Lebanese gover nme

agencies need to put systems in place that
protect and assist refugee women who report
abuse. 0



http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/26/lebanon-women-refugees-syria-harassed-exploited
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11/26/lebanon-women-refugees-syria-harassed-exploited
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Gender based violence is certainly a growing
and a global phenomenon. Although the UN
resolution recognizes 25th November as
International Day for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women, their plight is pitiable in most
of the parts of the world till date.

Sexual, physical or mental harm caused to
women has its roots in history. It could be
enacted by an assailant of either sex,
colleagues at the place of work, family
members or by the law itself. The dogma that
females are subservient to males is prevalent
more in the developing nations compared to
their developed counterparts.

Culture, religious beliefs, corruption, and often
the misinterpretation of gender roles cause
sufferings to women worldwide. It is true that
Islamic culture is notorious for girl abuse and
wife beating.

There are 750 million Muslim women in the
world, inhabiting the Muslim countries like the
Middle East, Pakistan, Bangladesh, part of
India, Africa, Europe, and China. A study
revealed that 47% of young Muslim girls were
subj uga thear kilingb o6accr ui n
rape, provocative style of dressing, premarital
sex, or accusation of adultery. The UN has
estimated that there a
the world every year.

The status of a girl child is no better in most of
the developing nations. Female foeticide is
rampant in India. News agencies estimated that
out of the 12 million girls born in India, 40% are
not fortunate enough to see their first birthdays.

A majority of girls never receive education and
may be stripped of its right to property,
harassed or killed for dowry. According to
statistics, there were 8172 dowry deaths in
India in 2008.

Violence against women takes its toll in the
developed nations, as well. Gender biases are
prevalent is every strata of society. However,
their standing is only marginally better here.

They are treated as sex symbols, and easy prey
for exploitation. Data across 65 countries
indicated that annually there were over 250,000
cases of rape or attempted rape in the world. In
South Africa, 70% of the women have
experienced sexual abuse at one time or the
other and has been nar
the worl do.

History is replete with violence against women
in developed nations. Scandals about rape and
murder are not uncommon. Gender based
violence among athletes, girl friends, colleagues
and class-mates etc appear as headlines in
newspaper regularly. A WHO study found
that 15% to 71% of females reported that they
had been physically/sexually violated sometime.

In 2005, there were 1,181 cases of murder of
women in the United States. These typically
included murder committed by intimate
partners. Totally, there were 232,960 cases of
reported violence against females in the U.S., in
2006.

High use of alcohol, drugs, maladjustment, ill-
treatment in childhood, mental disorders or a
sense of vindictiveness were the chief causes
cited for the large number of cases of female
violence in the developed nations.

This leads to injuries, traumatic experiences,
and perpetuation of sexually transmitted
diseases, pain, and misery. What is needed is
global awakening towards womenfolk, respect
for them, and to treat them at par with the
males.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violence_against_women
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violence_against_women
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_Islam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honor_killing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowry_death
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape_statistics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape_statistics
http://www.voanews.com/content/south-africa-leads-world-in-rape-cases/1580500.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs239/en/
http://www.now.org/issues/violence/stats.html
http://www.now.org/issues/violence/stats.html
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/464255
http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/464255
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Syrian Women Forum for Peace organized an event
entitled "Syrian Women's week-a voice from inside"
from Tuesday 12-11-2013 till Monday 18-11-2013 in
collaboration with Cultural Building Forum.

This week event was organized to join women
together; share experiences and needs, make the
world hear their voice and express their will to live, at
the end of the week at the closing ceremony, Dr.
Mouna Ghanem, led a workshop session entitled
"What do Syrian women want from Geneva Il 1
women's right in the peace agreements".

Syrian Women's week-a voice from inside event was
accompanied by an art gallery for the Artist Iman
Kahwajui. Syrian Women's week highlighted the
participation of women in social, political, and artistic

domains.
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About the women speakers during the week:

Mouna Ghanem : Founder and President of the
Syrian Women Forum for Peace, Medical doctor,
Master in Public Health from Johns Hopkins
University , Vice-President of the "Building Syrian
state", former Regional Director to the United
Nations Development Fund for Women in Jordan,
Vice President of the United Nations Institute for
International Research and Training for Women
Advancement. Mouna is one of the founders of the
"Women's Forum and democracy" part of "Building
the Syrian State", also she is also a senior adviser
to gender related matters, and has worked for more
than ten years as an Assistant Representative to the
United Nations Fund for Population in Syria.. She
has many articles and research papers on the issue
of Social Welfare and Development.
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About the women speakers during the week:

Ghida aloudate : member in the Syrian women forum
for peace. She is also specialized in training the trainer
in peace building and empowering women politically.
She is also a founder of many NGOs in Syria such as
Noon.

Rama Jarmakani : member of Syrian women forum for
peace 27 years old journalist, member of the Syrian
Women Forum for Peace, she started the "enough"
campaign, consists of a group of young activists who
want to say enough to war, Rama is working to collect
the likeminded activist to create a lobby to pressure on
the decision makers to stop the war from both sides,
and start a genuine negotiations. Rama has prepared a
number of documentaries for Aljazeera and
documentary program entitled "Syrian tale" which was
award in Promax Festival Media Dubai 2010, she is
working now as a reporter to BBC radio.

Znara Ahmad : Syrian Kurdish writer, graduated from
Art institution specialized in Ceramics, a professor at
the Institute of Technological Applied Arts - Department
of porcelain. She Works with the displaced children and
contributed materially and morally. Founder of a "joy"
campaign,” which was established to collect and buy
toys and distributed it to displaced children.

Dima Daoudi: member of Syrian women for epac
ewriter and journalist works in local and Arab
newspapers, have several critical studies and several
evenings in different cultural centers, released her
collections of books "to touch a woman", and "Excuse
me for tonight," also poems collection, "The Beauty"
she also released a new novel " Eighth Spirit "that
talks about Syrian events. She read tow stories on the
fifth day event.

Malika Mohammad : a journalist and poet, Master in
English literature, editor of the English section of "last
minute" newspaper, reporter for the "public opinion”
newspaper. General Director of a Secondary School.
She has a collection of poems, but still under process
titted" when rain wets me" and "dewy cleanse my soul,
and "Syria is the cradle and mother."

Noor Kayali : poet and a short story writer, School of
Art, Works with "joy" initiative in Aleppo to provide
psychosocial support for children.

Rania Kaddoura : member of Syrian women forum for
peace Director, writer, scenarists, and an activist, was
graduated from the Faculty of Medicine, University of
Damascus, has many books, she wrote a drama series
that discusses the different social conditions that could
have led to terrorism, she is also in charge editor of the
PBS (between science and religion) program, that
speaks about religious interference in some medical
issues, such as sexual transformation, abortion and
organ transplants.
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First Day of the event started by an artistic blast and . b3 F p FORy T BV BHOQF H

authentic Arabic music night by Dr. Mahmoud al Haffar,

Huda Jalap, Iman Kahwajui, Kinda Joseph and Louay cur -EQWFB”@:? UPBTUBYK T F LKEOKRL

Esber. P IOBF_PPMTO_UBPHA:_p o ¥ & OF
ctwmMmn

More than 70 women and men attended the event,

despite the current situation in Damascus. The KA F BXIOFM b7 pBOF pufrBrOF Jyat
audience interacted with the musical event and enjoyed |7|"|“3 bKFYb_®p s fckOF 11,cﬂ\Fthi
the night as it was expected. The idea was to let -

women speak up and deliver their message to the CbOF anbloF bp bF T F % ~
world and say "enough with the war, we want peace" in b biswHsFe IOF  anbYnip A p'cash

their own way, by art, songs, paintings and melodies. . 0FCOyuFm n\y

Second Day: continued with a different subject, Mrs. o K PAb> B MmY mB 2 WYpBK

Ghaida Aloudate, who is a specialist in training the cT WYpBIKF pmp bwmc Wmp

trainer in peace building programs and empowering c bIOF 9F Y/ IOF KN 3 d4dpp P

women politically, delivered a seminar about Women's

Role in Political Participation. bKFYb - WT BFT -F‘?.POF Wr T ck
dBfr UM wACFHOBLIBF Yoe3 wKrMoBTT

Mrs. Aloudate listed some obstacles that led to limit . Y9FpfF PYbPbFM wo

women's participation in politics. The audience )

interacted with Mrs. Awdat, they asked her questions, abl BIOF ntOF ppYT WYpsIOF

and commented on the topic and she replied on every  NB bt B

asked inquiry. Mrs. Aloudate contributed to this event to
deliver the message that empowering women will lead
to peace and heal the community.




